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My new house is a short-term place for five or S1X
months, when I'm planning on moving in with some
#4 dear friends I've known since hi gh school. This place
= ;:"‘-i. doesn't really reflect any of the aspects of intentional
| community [ talked about above, but they're good
%ﬁ friends and I trust them. And I need a place to live,
quick, and this is better than living out of a suitcase
In someone's guest room.
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_”'5 Bl"fe‘j Mm A 2L N e ... I'm re-learning how to take things one step at a time.
! Vies ][ ‘; G 6 N * [ need a new home base while I work with doctors

.+ and psychologists to get a proper diagnosis, and I
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r— functlon far better when [ have a stable pl ace where 1
: & canunpack every[hmg and have my books on a
- ..« bookshelf and all my art supplies easily accessible.

I'm looking forward to having my own desk, my

own little corner to make and write and a place to
put my typewriter. This house has room for a dining
table where I can set up my sewmg machme . I'm
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Iookmg fc}rward to purgmg my stuff sheddmg the
% collected remains of my old lives and movin gon to
¢ something new, something relevant. I've learned not
" to put too much stock in the concept of new
*%é beginnings, but shaking things up a little is
- something I'm excited about. I've become a more -
articulate person, with a thicker skin, and I'm excited
~ to see who I become and how | approach these new
S situations as I am now, to notice the developments in
_ the way I respond to changes and challenges. I can't
i{E control the situation around my needing to move so
% quickly, but I can change how I handle it. I'm
- choosing to search for positives and opportunities, to
do my best not to be afraid of new things even if
- they're scary, to ask for help from the people who
say they're there for me, to learn to trust people
again. These are challenges I am getting better and
better at meeting every time they come up, and I'm
really proud of the way I've grown to handle them.
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# surrounding suburbs, probably because it's one of thel
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= Well, at least it is for now.
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on He Fraun to (ranbourve. o= I'worry about what's going to happen as poorer &
| _h ~ people keep getting pushed further and further out

(I “ﬁﬂ’ - | V) A L s o %}y and away from each other. It's tough enough to
=5 - 4 seek/proved support from/to my friends as it is, but §-

| | o e e L ron - . s . o e
= b P‘?f‘@{@? e 7 : #_/' +  throwin several-hour long train trips and an isolating®y
(oles Hﬁ/{u o)) Groce1Ld, % | . suburban wasteland on top of that and I start to feel

= 6m¢f q)ﬂ wge,  \R él/@ __ queasy. I really hate the suburbs and isolation that ‘__
| M o o , 5 2}' F they seem to be driven by. It's not healthy forme to ¥
/4 beso isolated. I don't think it's really healthy for

anyone. I have a lot of qualms with the idea of the
suburban way of living, but I could probably write a 4

e, _ LML S : @j 2 - whole zine about that, so I'll leave that for another
olerg rmu,%?wwwy 2 tme. St .
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- About a month ago we discovered a poster on our b
« fence saying that our house was scheduled for ;

. demolition. None of us were surprised, as given that
we actually live 1n the place we're aware of the
shoddy state of the building, but it made me sad to
think that this was the end of an era.

I was really hoping we could have a demolition

-

party, but 1t looks like we're all moving pretty |
what has become something of a landmark for the X
various scenes that the members of our house are

- 1nvolved in. As someone who struggles with severe

_ social anxiety it's been a real struggle living in a

e el e A L e e e L — - —

+ house with so many comings and goings, but I've

_ started to love living in a house where there's always
" someone else around. It's great if you have the room,
¥ and the low-pressure socialisation that comes from

{ . having so many Housemeats has been really good
- forme.
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quickly. A demolition party would be a fitting end to |

~Even though Footscray has it's own little CBD of

sorts, 1t's not the same tight-knit community as I
found 1n Elsternwick. There are a LOT more chain
stores here, mixed in with the strange little local

~ places that sell weird mixes of knick knacks and
- burnt DVDs. There are a handful of rather hipstery

bars and restaurants that have popped up since I've
moved here, and they stick out like a series of sore
thumbs against the backdrop of graffiti and rubbish
and faded signs in multiple languages. = o4
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Getting used to the public transport on the West Side
was a hell of an adjustment. Going from living 1n an
apartment above a tram stop, a bus stop, a taxi1 rank,
and a train station, to floating about in the suburbs
with unreliable buses, no trams, and decent walking
distance to a train station was a challenge. It felt
isolating and exhausting to have to plan everything
so far in advance and leave at least an hour earlier to
get anywhere. It still is, and it's one of the things I

won't miss about Footscray.
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The next hous-e [ lived in is my current place, the one
I'm leaving soon. There are 6 of us Housemeats, and
two cats called Molly and Glossy. We called it Vault

84, and it was a hub for goths, doofers, hippies, and

metalheads from all over. It has a kumquat tree in

" the front yard, and every now and then a little old

U

Asian lady who's name I still don't know will come

knock on our door and ask if she can pick them.
Sometimes she leaves home made plastic beaded

bracelets on the doorknob.

I thmk our house is JllSt a series of extensions on an

originally very small house, as nearly every wall 1n
the place is made of a different material. There are
windows between rooms where the extension was

o
e

.I'

bullt on wﬂhaut covering the window. Our shower 1s - 8

datmg my long-term partner.

I haven't thought much about that place un‘nl now,
- but I'm trying to find the positives in the threads of B
k- my story, and looking at it in hindsight, there were a f

. R
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| One time a friend of mine came over, got re"é;lly';
| drunk and threw up in several places all over the

" house. I lived with a dear friend there for a few

- months before the shit hit the wall with the asshole |

housemate and it was where [ first started senously

10’[ of good experiences in that house as well as the

=L e e —

| awful harrowmg ones. [

to take a break fmm sex work, when I went to my
ﬁrst Burning Seed (which was a life changing
expenence worthy of it's own zine), and while I first

started to branch out and develop a social life after

- being 1n an extremely 1solatmg abusive relatmnshlp
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-, were lovely.
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HOUSE #2

Tue DoLLHOUSE -

| The second house I lived 1n was a very over-prl iced |
" unit with a slightly dodgey landlord who would 4
come into our property without telling us. It was ;
small and clean and I lived with two friends who |

3

3 o
Er ok

I 11ve d h - for s{)methmg l1ke a total of 4 months,

and in that time I dealt with a LOT of upheaval. I ’
< had taken time off from sex work and then found

' that

just couldn't go back to it, and I didn't have a
4 backup plan because I'd gotten into sex work out of
desperatmn SO 1t WAS my backup plan I bumed
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. . o : : X f :- F r -- . - .
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through my savmgs while suffermg daﬂy pamc

attacks (whlch [ now thmk may have: been PTSD
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~related) and ﬁguﬁhé out how to take care t}f mﬁé}f .;

Y again after being reliant on my abuser for so long.

Being in a safe environment was really weird for me, -

L e i TR ey L T i
P i

because I'm so used to living in dangerous situations
where I'm scared to leave my room. Living here was

a challenge because I had to really examine those

fears and why they were still there even though I was

safe.

Here I learned to make coffee with a French press

plunger thing, lived in a giant room without
windows, got rid of a huge amount of belongings I'd
accumulated because of my shitty ex, and learned
how to make poached eggs.
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There's a house full of crust punks down the street, ‘

( and I'm surprised that there's never been any alliance a"f"?f =
between our houses, but they never make eye %_. ;‘*“"_—‘—r — L '::1
contact. I always feel a little tickle of joy when I see |
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them walk past on their way to the shops, or when I | H\J) u_ﬁ L\,,L | wa 3,0!'“2 r }
I . : & :
" get off at the same stop as the chick who looks likea = & 3 a | g _ /

crusty Cynd1 Lauper
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It seems like the bus route here is the place to be,
and I run into people on the bus to and from uni all
the time and chat about small things. This is
detinitely something I'm going to miss about
Footscray. I've never really felt part of a community
| before, but little things like this made me feel like
I'm a part of something. There seems to be an
unusually high concentrations of goths, punks,

qUEﬂrS and other welrdos in Footscray and the
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